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Memorial Day is a US federal holiday wherein the men and women who died while 

serving in the United States Armed Forces are remembered. The holiday, which is celebrated 
every year on the final Monday of May, was formerly known as Decoration Day and originated 
after the American Civil War to commemorate the Union and Confederate soldiers who died in 
the Civil War. By the 20th century, Memorial Day had been extended to honor all Americans 
who have died while in the military service. 
On Memorial Day, the flag of the United States is raised briskly to the top of the staff and then 
solemnly lowered to the half-staff position, where it remains only until noon. It is then raised to 
full-staff for the remainder of the day.  

The half-staff position remembers the more than one million men and women who gave their 
lives in service of their country. At noon, their memory is raised by the living, who resolve not to 
let their sacrifice be in vain, but to rise up in their stead and continue the fight for liberty and 
justice for all. 

May 5, 1866 - Residents of Waterloo, New York observe a Memorial Day in honor of all who 
died during the Civil War. Businesses are closed and soldiers' graves are decorated. 
1868 - General John Alexander Logan officially proclaims May 30, 1868 as Memorial Day in 
honor of the Union soldiers who died in the Civil War. Until after World War I southern states 
celebrated a separate Memorial Day in honor of Confederate dead. 
1971 - Congress declares Memorial Day a national holiday to be celebrated the last Monday in 
May. 
December 28, 2000 - President Bill Clinton signs the "National Moment of Remembrance Act," 
which designates 3:00 p.m. local time on Memorial Day each year as the National Moment of 
Remembrance. 
U.S. War Casualties:  
Civil War - Approximately 620,000 Americans died. The Union lost almost 365,000 troops and 
the Confederacy about 260,000. More than half these deaths were caused by disease. 
World War I - 116,516 Americans died, more than half from disease. 
World War II - 405,399 Americans died. 
Korean War - 36,574 Americans died. 
Vietnam Conflict - 58,220 Americans died. More than 47,000 Americans were killed in action 
and nearly 11,000 died of other causes. 
Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm - 148 U.S. battle deaths and 145 non-battle deaths. 
Operation Iraqi Freedom - 4,466 U.S. service members have died. 
Operation New Dawn - 66 U.S. service members have died. 
Operation Enduring Freedom - 2,219 U.S. service members have died as of May 21, 2013. 

 
This months Promenade will be on May 28th in Cameron, MO at Post 33 with dinner at 

18:00 HRS and the Promenade will begin at 19:00 HRS. 
  Thank you for your service to Our Great Nation, your service to 40et8 through Voiture 
1379. If we all work together we can and do make a difference. 
 Robert C. Emery, Correspondant Locale, Voiture 1379 


